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Valentines for our Shut-Ins and Military are due back to the 
church by Sunday February 12. We are asking for Cards and 
Notes only. Bags with each persons name are located on the 
table in the Narthex. Here is the Valentine’s List for 2023:         
Doris Arnold, Pauline Baird, Pat Baue, Bertha Becker, Virginia 
Bicket, Mary Ruth Bierman, Mae Britt, Morris & Loretta 
Brooks, Jim Burns, Earline Crain, Mary Ella Deppe, Jim & 
Elaine Hargis, Parker Haskenhoff (Military), Kenny Heaton 
(Military), Charlie Heuman, Glenn & Marilyn Napier, Jim 

Neilson, Andrew & Christine Norton (Military), Dustin Rednour (Military), Betty Robinson, 
Charles Rogers (Military), Jane Schupbach, Becky Sickmeyer, Betty Slavens, Lee & Shirley 
Trost, Arlen & Rose Walters, and Alma Wyatt. Please take some time to send each of these 
members a card or note to let them know that you are thinking about them. Thank you! 

 
 

Youth Group is meeting on Sundays as follows… 

Grades 4-8 at 4:00 pm. and Jr/Sr High at 5:00 p.m. 

We hope to see you there! 
 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast is being held on Sunday February 19 at 8:00 am 
in the Fellowship Hall. Men of the church, please plan on joining 
us for some good food and fellowship. 
 

  

 

 

Ash Wednesday is February 22,            
2023. We will be holding a                          
Worship experience with the                                   
Imposition of Ashes and                
Communion at 6:00 pm that        
evening. 
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    Love! 
by Bishop Frank J. Beard (taken from The Current February 2023) 
 
The word “love” is overused and misunderstood by most Christians. 
 Unconditional love is a concept that nearly all Christian churches 
embrace and support but very few put into practice. Love has fallen on 

hard times among church folks. I believe that if we really understood the demands of love, as required by Jesus, we 
would quit tossing it about so casually. 
 Love led Jesus to empty himself and take on a role that was beneath himself in order that a broken, lost 
world could be saved. Love caused Jesus to deny himself the position, power and prestige that was rightly his, so 
that the will and plan of God would come to fruition. Love enabled Jesus to say, “not my will, but thy will be 
done.” 
 How do you make sense of that which makes no sense? It does not make sense that a tired shepherd, at the 
end of a long day, would leave 99 sheep, to go out looking for one that was missing. Most would say that the loss             
is minimal and that losing one sheep is a part of the cost for doing business. Some would understand sending out a 
hired hand or a well-rested sheep wrangler that was in the business of sheep procurement. But Jesus, because he 
loves and values each lamb, traverses, and traces his steps until he finds the missing sheep. 
 In the IGRC the disaffiliation process has been civil, and non-combative. I have done my best to oversee a 
process that is mutually respectful, fair, transparent, and open. Most of the churches and pastors have been willing 
to accept my plea to “wait until we know what General Conference will do.” I appreciate the restraint and the trust. 
 For the very small (but still important) percentage choosing to “get out now,” I have deep concerns about 
the unintended carnage being left behind. I’m not sure that some seeking to disaffiliate have considered the mes-
sage they are sending to members of their congregation that do not want to disaffiliate. 
 I’m sure that I do not understand the pressing need that would cause a congregation to leave a significant 
number of its members, those deciding that they want to remain United Methodist, out of the church’s future. I     
cannot believe that splitting a church, separating from folks that you’ve worshipped with and fellowshipped with,  
is the way of Christ. I cannot believe that it is “Christlike” to tell folks that have been raised in a church facility that 
they now have to find a new place to worship because “our group” has voted “you and your group” out. At the end 
of the day, when all the dust settles, it is not about “honoring Jesus” or “upholding the Bible.” It’s about power and 
control. This type of power and control are never rooted and grounded in love. 
 Love is not a sentimental, mushy, goosy, feeling; real love is an intentional choice and a decision of the 
heart, soul, mind, and will. Real love is based on a total commitment to Jesus Christ, and a determination to love 
like Jesus, that is interwoven into the very fabric of one’s being. Loving like Jesus requires that we live like Jesus 
lived. Jesus did not demand his own way, but he carefully listened and discerned God’s directives. Above all, Jesus 
was committed to loving obedience. 
 Jesus knowing that Judas would betray him, loved Judas enough to wash his feet. Peter cussed and claimed 
that he did not know Jesus and never associated with Jesus, but Jesus cooked and fed Peter breakfast (an act of            
loving service) prior to restoring him into leadership. Jesus, while preparing to ascend, was aware that some in the 
crowd were “doubters” but Jesus still commissioned them to go share the gospel. Jesus loved unconditionally! 
 Prior to leaving, Jesus gave us a new commandment, recorded in John 13:34: “A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.” He continued in 
John 13:35: “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” The 
‘disciple that Jesus loved, John the apostle’ wrote in 1 John 3:16, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ 
laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.” 
The challenge before us is simple. We can continue to choose “our way”, or we can choose the difficult, often un-
clear, uncomfortable, complex, and complicated way of Christ, the way of unconditional love. 
 Jesus is surely saddened by the state of confusion and disharmony that we have allowed and accepted              
within the church body. Our acts of selfishness are a horrible witness to one another and within the communities   
we are called to love and to serve. Let’s stop the foolishness and ask Jesus to teach us and enable us to love like he 
loves, unconditionally! 
           
          God Bless—Bishop Beard 
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Administrative Council Meeting 
January 9, 2023       6:00pm 

 
Persons Attending:  Randy McGeehon, Jeremy Volkmar, Bill 
Mueller, Carl Holland, Kathy Ruhmann, Patti Cecil, Linda Bird, 
Linda Mueller, Autumn Peck, Mary Hauskins, Brooke Gerlach, 
Gary Cox.      

The meeting began at 6:00 pm with a prayer by Pastor 
Randy. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  The minutes from the November 14th 
meeting were reviewed by everyone present.  Autumn Peck 
moved to accept the minutes as reported.  Brooke Gerlach 
seconded the motion.  The minutes were accepted. 
 

Church School Superintendent, Missions, Youth: 
Brooke Gerlach—The Missions Committee will meet 
soon.  Youth groups will begin again Sunday, Jan 15th.  
Grades 4-8 will meet from 4:00-5:00 and high school stu-
dents will meet from 5:00-6:00pm.  Please add Vacation Bi-
ble School to your calendars - June 12-16, 2023. 
 

NOW:  Pastor Randy—The NOW committee will meet 
again next Wednesday at 6:00pm.  Some cards did get sent by 
Pastor Randy. 
 

Meal Ministry: Mary Hauskins—Meals were taken to 
Bart Hood again for about a week and a half, but now he’s 
back in Barnes Hospital. 
 

Worship Committee: Autumn Peck—A big thank you 
to all who helped put up and take down trees and those who 
decorated.  Julia Heil did a wonderful job chairing this           
committee.   
 

Music Director: Gary Cox—Choir practice begins again 
Wednesday, Jan 18th.  Everyone is welcome!  The Christmas 
Sing-a-long was successful.  Everyone appreciated having the 
children included in the cantata, etc. 
 

Trustees:  Bill Mueller—In the spring, Tom Seals will deal 
with painting the curb outside the Gathering Room to make it 
safer.  The Trustees will meet again soon to discuss upcoming 
repairs or improvements to the parsonage as we welcome a 
new pastor in July. 
 

S/PPRC: Linda Mueller:—On Dec 14th, the SPPRC           
Committee had a ‘Zoom” meeting with Rev Allyn Walker, 
the DS, to discuss qualities we hope to have in a new pastor.   
 

Finance, Lay Leader: Carl Holland—The Wesley  Foun-
dation sent a request for a monthly donation. Considering our  
 
 

financial status at this time, no one thought this was a good 
idea.  The Finance Committee is exploring a possible  
stewardship-emphasis program in the fall, culminating in 
November.  Carol Volkmar included our church in her will.  
The church is named to receive 10% of her trust.  This               
process will probably take a year or two to process and there 
was no dollar amount mentioned.  Carl Holland will be our 
representative during this process.  Carl Holland also                     
reminded everyone that when we get a new pastor, there are 
required expenses that are not necessarily budgeted.  There 
may be repairs or improvements to be done to the parsonage 
and we will be responsible for moving expenses for the new 
pastor. 
 

Treasurer: Patti Cecil—Patti Cecil prepared two reports 
– a year-end report for 2022 and a new report for Jan 2023.  
We ended the year with $7467.91 in the checking account.  
The Insurance account was funded, but not the Trustee             
account.  We ended the year owing $48160.10 on the  
building loan.  The Jan 2023 report shows the checking           
account to be $8287.06.  The Insurance account and the 
Trustee account will be funded this month.  After these two 
weeks in January, the building loan remaining balance is 
$47016.38.  Brooke Gerlach moved to accept the                         
Treasurer’s report, pending later audit.  Bill Mueller                         
seconded the motion.  The Treasurer’s report was accepted, 
pending later audit. 
 

Financial Secretary:  Linda Bird—Linda Bird prepared 
a report comparing the giving in 2021 and 2022. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Randy McGeehon—The Finance 
Committee had recommended starting a Membership                    
Retention Task Force, which was approved by the Ad     
Council.  Bill Norton has agreed to chair this sub-committee 
and he will ask a few others to join him.  Carol Ashley is  
interested in starting a fellowship night focusing on singles, 
to meet monthly for cards and/or games and a dinner.  
She’ll be putting information in the bulletin soon to survey 
those who are interested to find the best night to do this.  
Pastor Randy appreciated the cooperation and participation 
in the December services.  Everything went well.  He’s             

beginning to realize each holiday season that will be his last as 
a pastor – since he retires in June. 
 

CALENDAR:  
GriefShare starts up again on Thursday, Jan 26 at 6pm. 
 

The next meeting will be Feb 13 at 6:00 pm.  

 

Brooke Gerlach moved to adjourn the meeting.  Linda Bird 
seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned. 
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Joys–  The foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 

Concerns - Family of Louise Massie Harrison, Lori Blackburn, Reagan 
Blasdel, Family of Bart Hood, Family of Bob Koenegstein, Family of 
Marilyn Belcher, Family of Linda Piller, Rev. Allynn Walker, Becky                       
Sickmeyer, Charlie Heuman, Jim Burns, Frank Beckley, Alma Wyatt,               
The people of Ukraine and Russia, Bishop Frank J. Beard, our Church, our 
denomination, our country, our world. 
  

Words of Gratitude: 
A special thanks to Virgil and Sharon Runge, Bob Taylor, Tom Ashley, 
Kathy Ruhmann, Larry Rosenthal, Austin and Caleb Gailey who helped 
pack and deliver 20 Christmas Food Baskets for people in Sparta on            
December 17. Our church was one of five churches in Sparta who                      
provided food for over 80 families in the city of Sparta. Thank you for 
your monetary support. 

 

 

02/01 Charles Heuman 
02/04 Elizabeth Haury 
02/06 Jim Sickmeyer 
02/13 Marilyn Napier 
02/14 Rose Walters 
02/17 Kyle Gerlach 
 Roger Gerlach 
02/21 Virgil Chandler 
02/22 Jim Hargis 
02/25 Scott Oathout 

 

  02/22  Joyce & Floyd Camp 
  02/24  Virgil & Rosalie Chandler 
  02/26  Jim & Jeanette Burns 

 

Date General 

Budget 

Capital 

Campaign 

Other Total For  

the Week 

Sat/Sun/Online/ 
Sunday School 

01/01/23 $3,342.35 $370.85 $17.00 $3,730.20 -/41/70/- 

01/08/23 $4,525.30 $410.00 $81.85 $5,017.15 13/50/73/29 

01/15/23 $2,163.59 $25.00 $303.75 $2,492.34 15/50/101/29 

01/22/23 

01/29/23 

$3,051.09 $292.50  $217.00 $3,560.59 13/65/53/34  

Total for Year to Date for General Budget:   $15,614.68 

$2,532.35 $220.85 $297.00 $3,050.20 22/69/107/32 
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Worship Teams for February  2023 
 
Liturgist    Cathy Norton 
Head Usher   Autumn Peck 
 

Ushers 
02/05 Jonathan and Amy Norton 
02/12 Bonnie Bardo and Carol Kilman 
02/19 David Peck and Virgil Runge 
02/26 Bill & Linda Mueller 
 
Acolytes  
02/05 Jaxon & Layla Miles 
02/12 Eva & Theo Sickmeyer 
02/19 Lily Norton & Zoe Peck 
02/26 Jake Greenhill & Leah Coop 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

1 

6 pm NOW   

7 pm  Choir 

2 
6 pm GriefShare 

3 4 

5 
Communion 
 
Youth Group 

6 
  
 

7 
  

8 
7 pm  Choir 
 

9 
 
6 pm GriefShare         

10 
 

11 
Marilyn Belcher                 
Memorial  
10 am Visitation 
11 am Memorial 

12 
Valentines 
Due Back 
Youth Group 

13  
6 pm Ad Council 

14 
     HAPPY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        DAY 

15 
6 pm NOW 
7 pm Choir 
 

 

16 
  
6 pm GriefShare 

17 18 
 

19 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
Youth Group 

20 
 

21 

 
22 
6 pm Ash 
Wednesday 
7 pm Choir 
Lamplighter           
Information 
Due 

23 
 
6 pm GriefShare 

24 

 
25 
 

26 
 
Youth Group 

27 
 

28     

Saturday Schedule 
5:00 pm Worship 
Sunday Schedule 
9:00 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 

Office Hours:  
Tuesday & Thursday 12:30-3:30 pm 
Wednesday 12:30-4:30 pm 
Phone (618) 443-3714 
Email: spartafumc600@gmail.com 

† Offering Boxes are available.  

Please pick on the table in the                  

Narthex. 

 

† Year End Statements are also 

available to be picked up on the             

table in the Narthex. 



First United Methodist Church 
600 W. University 
Sparta, IL 62286 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflecting  

The 

 Light of God! 

On Facebook:  

Sparta First United Methodist Church 

W E ’RE  ON  T HE  W EB !   

www.spartafumc.org 

First United Methodist Church 
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